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GEORGE V. DENNY, JR., MODERATOR 
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PTEMBER 13, 1949 VOL. 15, No. 20 


What Are Democracy’s Best Answers to 
Communism? 


r. Welsh: 

This is George W. Welsh, representing the United States Con- 
“ence of Mayors. Here alongside ancient Delhi is the capital 
india—New Delhi. Like many Near East cities, it is struggling 
th an influx of refugees that makes every municipal service 
adequate. 

The Town Hall group was fortunate to be here on the second 
niversary of the independence of India. August 15 is India’s 
‘surth of July.” We were reminded in the speech by Prime 
mister Nehru that the great revolution that brought freedom 
d independence to this ancient and cultured people was ac- 
mplished with a minimum of bloodshed and no legacy of hatred 
ward the former rulers. This is a direct testimonial to the teach- 
xs of India’s immortal leader, Mahatma Gandhi. 

On Independence Day, the Town Hall group made a pilgrimage 
the yet-unfinished tomb of the great leader and, with a spoken 
bute by Mr. Denny, a wreath was laid on the foundation as a 


Correction 


We deeply regret that in the process of editing the tape 
recorded translation of the August 9 program from Rome, 
taly, the speeches of Pietro Campilli and Paolo Treves were 
reversed. Consequently, in the rebroadcast for the United 
States and in the Bulletin, Mr. Campilli’s main address was 
redited to Mr. Treves and vice versa. The speeches involved 
start on pages 4 and 8 in the Bulletin. All other remarks by 
these two gentlemen are correctly credited. 


eS 
3 


token of the esteem and respect of our people for this great) 
of modern spiritual leaders. , 
Now, to preside over our discussion, here is your moderat« . 
the president of Town Hall, New York, and founder of Americi# 
Town Meeting of the Air, Mr. George V. Denny, Jr. Mr. Denr 8 
(Applause) a 


Moderator Denny: 7 
Good evening, neighbors. When our Pan American clipper mat ft 
a perfect landing here at the New Delhi Airport this week, §, 
meant that we had passed the half-way mark on our journ(] 
around the world. India, the romantic land in the heart of tl) 
sub-continent of Asia, is experiencing both the thrills and hear}r 
aches of its newly gained freedom. i 
Freedom, to a nation where poverty and starvation and illiterac le 
have been the rule rather than the exception, presents graye 
problems to its leaders as well as to the people themselves. f 
The untimely death of Mahatma Gandhi robbed India of or7 


x 
of its greatest leaders. But India and the world are fortunaly 
to have at the head of the government of this nation today Pand® 
Nehru who has graciously consented to open our program th’ > 


evening. In a short time, he is to visit our country as the gue]. 
of the President of the United States, and I am sure, Mr. Prin# 
Minister, that the American people will greet you with the sam® 
warm spirit of friendliness with which you and your people havi 


greeted our Town Hall group here in New Delhi. 
| 


Ladies and genilemen, the Honorable the Prime Ministel 
Pandit Nehru. (Applause) 


i 


Prime Minister Nehru: 


I wish to extend my greetings to you, members of the Tow! 
Meeting of the Air, and to welcome you to this ancient city dt 
Delhi, which has experienced many thousands of years of humaj 
history. We welcome you as representatives of a great counts! 
and as men and women of good will who seek. understanding c\ 
others and a way of coéperation in solution of the world’s problealy 

Soon I shall be going to your country, and I am looking forwar 
greatly and with some excitement to this first visit of mine t 
America where the watchword is “democracy.” We, in 4 


are also wedded to the democratic ideal and to the democrati: 
process. We want to adhere to that ideal because we think tha! 
it has something of great value for humanity. 

At the same time, all of us, and more especially we in Asia, art 
confronted by great and basic problems which demand urgen 


| 
ntion. Essentially these problems are how to raise the living 
hdards and well-being of our masses, how to provide them 
the primary necessities for a civilized existence. Democracy 
; to find a solution for these problems for they cannot wait for 
fe future date. Our approach, therefore, has to be in terms of 
t benefits and what raises the common man and weman. 
prefore, democracy has to extend its scope from the purely 
jitical to other fields so as to find the solution to these vital 
blems. I commend you to your labors. (Applause) 


oderator Denny: 

_thank you, Mr. Prime Minister, for your gracious and forth- 
lht statement. Let me assure you this is exactly what we are 
ing to try to do this evening. We are going to try to deal con- 
ttely and straightforwardly with the problems of democracy 
band the world. 

“7e are very happy to present this program under the auspices 
the Indian Council of World Affairs. We think it singularly 
propriate, sir, to discuss this question, “What Are Democracy’s 
st Answers to Communism?” here in New Delhi, because we 
ow that the vast majority of your leaders are committed to a 
sgram of democracy as you yourself are. But we are fully aware 
» the false promises of communism make a strong appeal 
a people in need of adequate food, clothing, and shelter. 

‘’e know that most of your leaders are aware of what has 
ppened to those countries which have embraced communism 
a means of solving their problems. But are your people and 
r people fully aware of the symptoms of communism when they 
pear? 

Freedom, as we have discovered, is a very dangerous thing, 
‘implicit in freedom is the right to make the wrong choice. 
plicit in freedom is the right to take certain steps in the name 
expediency that lead inevitably to slavery. 

We want to make it clear, Mr. Prime Minister, that we, at Town 
Il and most of us in America, do not consider communism as 
alternate to democracy except in the sense that slavery is 
alternate to freedom. So when we pose tonight’s question, 
That Are Democracy’s Best Answers to Communism?” we are 
t considering alternatives between two ways of life, for we 
ow that in every country where communism prevails, a mockery 
s been made of genuine democracy. 

While we do not expect perfection of any human institution, 
r speakers are here to point out democracy’s most effective 
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answers to communism in terms of its performance as well $! 
its. aims. | 
We will hear first from a man who is thoroughly familiar wi) 
the creative power of the incentive system of free enterprise whi 
is an essential part of American democracy as it is practiced todep” 
He has been a banker all his life. He is a past president of t . 
American Bankers Association, and is now Chairman of the Boag 


Mr. W. L. Hemingway of St. Louis. (Applause) 


Mr. Hemingway: 


Mr. Denny, I can tell you of one country in the world I thir} 1 
has made a good answer to communism, and that is our ov) 
United States of America. I have seen the results of the of 
portunities that have been given men to improve their lot in lif 
and to provide for themselves and their families food and clothir f 
and the other necessities of life. 

There are men in practically every town and city in the Unites. 
States who have risen from small beginnings, created jobs £@. 
other people, and, in general, improved the economic condition! 
of their communities, and they are not exceptional cases. 4 

Tll give you an example. Some years ago, there were fou 
brothers living in our city, sons of a day laborer who got a ver 
small income for the unskilled work that he performed. But hij 
was anxious, as most parents are, to see his children have bette) 
opportunities than himself. He sent them to the public schodt 
where they got a good education. In order to help the famil} 
budget, these four brothers did odd jobs and saved a little money 
They then went into a small business of electrical parts, and soo? 
established a very small manufacturing plant. They came to ou) 
bank to borrow the sum of one thousand dollars. Perhaps, undef 
strict credit terms, they might not have been entitled to the money! 
but one of the officers who knew these men advaiced the money 
They prospered, and a few years ago, they sold their busines! 
for a sum that provided each of them with more than a millio| 
dollars. | 

I would also like to tell this audience that under our syster 
wealth has been widely distributed. To prove my point, I refer ti 
the fact that our factories now have to provide ground for thei 
workers to park their automobiles. Often the parking lot re 
quires as much ground as the factory. 


The door of opportunity is still open to men and women in ou’ 
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intry who are ambitious and industrious and plan for the 
ure. 

»0, Mr. Denny, it seems to me that having produced the greatest 
justrial plant and having it well balanced with a fine agricultural 
(tem, we can claim that our democracy produces to a greater 
ent the goods and happiness that communism promises but 
; not yet produced anywhere in the world. We have achieved 
‘h food and freedom. 

lf the leaders of communism in Russia were content to let 
lic system prove its worth in their own country, we would be 
ry well satisfied. But, unfortunately for us and the world, they 
Bh to export their communism to other parts of the world. There- 
¥e, they support and encourage movements in our own country 
th treasonable nature. Furthermore, they send their missionaries 
9 our neighboring countries, stirring up fifth-column activities, 
& trying to embitter them against our country. 

We, therefore, have what is known as a “cold war” with Russia 
uch we must answer. My feeling is that it should be answered 
ioree ways. 

“irst, by telling the world the things that we have accomplished 
trout hiding our shortcomings and weaknesses. This I think we 
1 do in a way that may be helpful to other countries. 

Secondly, I think we should emphasize to the world the delin- 
encies of communism as they are made known from time to 
ve. I do not mean by that that we should exaggerate or over- 
te any of their faults but merely make known in no uncertain 
ms the facts regarding the operation of communism which 
‘ know to be true. 

Thirdly, we know that in the past history of the world many 
‘ilizations have been overrun by more powerful neighbors who 
re termed barbarians at the time because the victim was not 
lling to make sacrifices to keep strong and protect its civilization. 
We, in the United States, are determined that we shall not be 
errun by any aggressor. We do not want war with anybody. 
» certainly will make no aggressive act against Russia. But we 
1 keep ourselves strong enough to prevent any nation or group 
nations from destroying us. (Applause) 


9derator Denny: 

Thank you, Mr. Hemingway. Our next speaker has (se to the 
ited States seven times, and has represented his country on 
ny occasions abroad. He is a former chairman of the United 
tions Subcommission on Economic Development, and is Director 
he School of Economics here at Delhi University. We are very 
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happy, indeed, to present Dr. V. K. R. V. Rao of New Delhi. Ib 
Rao. (Applause) i. 


Dr. Rao: a 

May I begin by welcoming our distinguished guests. This Tovi 
Meeting of the Air is a truly democratic institution, and I’m glijj 
our guests have brought it to India. I have listened with greg: 
interest to Mr. Hemingway. Mr. Hemingway is a distinguishdh 
citizen of the United States, and I appreciate his faith in Amey 
ican democracy. To me, however, he sounds a little theoretic: R 
I say this because to us in India, indeed in all Asia, the proble#: 
of fighting communism is more urgent and more vital than it e: 
to the American people. 

We have not solved the problem of finding food, clothing, ar|, 
shelter for the masses of our people. The recital of communi). 
horrors leaves us cold, because our nerves have already bee) 
deadened by the misery that is the lot of our fellow countryme} 
Nor have we the military might with which to overcome the arme®, 
forces of communist ideology. q 

Nevertheless, we are setting out boldly on the democratic roa) 
With the enforcement of our new constitution, our governmel® 
will rest on the vote of more than a hundred and sixty millic! 
people—more than the entire population of the United States. 7 

We shall shortly begin in India the greatest experiment j) 
democracy that the world has ever seen. How can this democrac 
answer the rising communist menace in the Asian continent 
As I said before, we have neither economic strength nor militar! 
might. All that we have is faith in democracy. But faith alor 
is not enough to meet the propaganda that rests on the hard fae} 
of political, economic, and racial inequality. Communism flourishe ; 
most where there is distress and poverty or where there is di 
crimination either on the ground of race, or religion, or of al 
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nomic or political status. These conditions are all present in Asit 

How, then, can the new western democracy withstand the Oy 
slaught of communist ideology? One way is for all the democracie] 
to free themselves from the charge of sustaining inequality 
political, racial, or economic—either at home or abroad. 4 

How can we work up enthusiasm for the democratic ideal whe 
the leading exponents of this creed deny political liberty to thei’ 
colonial peoples? Britain, one of the world’s oldest democracie: 
is still the world’s leading colonial power. France, the home ¢ 
liberty, is busy fighting the demands for liberty among the Indc 
Chinese people. 


Discrimination—racial or otherwise—gives a bad name to th 
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jority of the world’s oldest democracies. Even the newer 
nocracies of Asia are not free from this taint. 

Jnless colonialism and discrimination disappear, it will be diffi- 
it for Asia to meet the communist appeal for the many separate 
‘ionalities and minorities of the country. 

Dther things which India and Asia need in their fight for 
ocracy is economic aid from those who owe their technical 
pwledge to capitalism. That aid must be given freely and with- 
E political strings. Only when the masses of India get food, 
|thing, and shelter, will they stand forth as a bulwark of 
pnocracy. 

What are the western democracies doing in this regard? Presi- 
at Truman’s Point Four is no answer, firstly because it is to 
netion under the State Department and not under the United 
itions organization; secondly, because it makes no provision for 
mneial assistance. Hungry and naked Asia, sleeping under the 
‘es, is no answer to the communist promise of a better world. 

* bove all, I feel that the best answer to communism is an effec- 
e© working of the U. N. by the older democracies. These older 
“iocracies must work in foreign affairs through the U. N., and 
ly through the U. N., if they are to gain the support of the Asian 
“Ses. 

-olonial powers must either give freedom to their colonies or 
ed them over to the U. N., to be held in trust for their native 
oples. They must voluntarily subject the exercise of an internal 
lice power to the scrutiny of the Human Rights Commission. 
id the wealthiest amongst these democracies must pour out a 
rt of their wealth to be used internationally and only through 
ernational machinery by promoting the economic development 
the underdeveloped part of the world. Equality of the ballot 
x and at home is not enough. Equality must strengthen the 
llot box at home, cross one’s own national frontiers, and work 
' international machinery if the challenge of communism is 
scessfully to be met by democracy. (Applause) 


2derator Denny: 


Thank you, Dr. Rao. One of the most diligent and popular 
mbers of our World Town Hall Seminar is Mrs. Edith Sampson, 
orney, of Chicago, Illinois, chairman of the Executive Com- 
ttee of the National Council of Negro Women. The story of 
s. Sampson’s success in her field is, in itself, one of democracy’s 
st answers to communism. I’m very happy, indeed, to present 
s, Edith Sampson of Chicago. (Applause) 
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Mrs. Sampson: bi 

Mr. Denny, I am very glad to have this opportunity to speak § i 
Town Meeting here in New Delhi because I believe that dem« :. 
racy, with all its imperfections, offers the best possible answer f_ 
the challenge of communism. hi, 

Mr. Rao, let me answer here and now the question that y . 
in New Delhi, as well as people throughout Europe and the Midcil. 
East, have been asking. | 

The question is, quite bluntly: “Do Negroes have equal righ fe 
in America?” x 

My answer is no, we do not have equal rights in all parts q 
the United States. But let’s remember that 85 years ago Negro} R 
in America were slaves and were 100 per cent illiterate. And tl” 
record shows that the Negro has advanced further in this peric ' 
than any similar group in the entire world. y 

You here get considerable misinformation about Americ 4 
Negroes and hear little or nothing that is constructive. I could te} 
you the story of my own life, and how, starting at the bottom 
the ladder, I am today the only woman—white or colored—wl? 
carries on an extensive law practice in the criminal court ‘} 
Chicago. / 

But there is a far more important story. I’d like to tell you abou 
what other Negroes have been able to achieve under our demi 
cratic system. 

My mind turns first to ie field of education and the work 
Booker T. Washington in founding Tuskegee Institute, in Alabami> 
which is known throughout the world. 

Then there is the dynamic leadership of the president of: ou. 
own organization, Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, who with couragt 
and vision and only a dollar-and-a-half in cash, started a school 
in the Deep South, which now stands as a million dollar livin} 
monument as an educational institution. 

The splendid leadership of such men as Dr. Mordecai Johnsor! 
the president of Howard University in Washington, D. C., and Df) 
Charles S. Johnson, the president of Fisk University at Nashvilllt] 
Tennessee, is difficult to match. | 

The works of such poets as James Weldon J ohnson, Counte: 
Cullen, and Paul Lawrence Dunbar have been heralded through 
out the length and breadth of the land; while such musicians a 
Marian Anderson, Dorothy Maynor, Todd Duncan, William Gran 
Still, Hazel Scott, and Duke Ellington are top box office attrac: 
tions, not only in America, but throughout the world. . 

Who is there who has not followed with admiration the splendic 
performance of the recently retired world’s champion in the fielc 
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oxing, the one and only Joe Louis—a friend of mine in my 
me town? While today in America the most popular baseball 
wyer is the second baseman for the Brooklyn Dodgers, Jackie 
ibinson. 

Ask any scientist of note and he’ll tell you in a split second of 
p valuable contributions which such scientists as George Wash- 
ton Carver, Theodore K. Lawless, Percy Julian, Louis Wright, 
Charles Drew have made not only for America but for the 
orld. 

Just refresh your memory of the significant contribution made 
| Dr. Ralph Bunche as Mediator in Palestine, and of the unusual 
adership of William Hastie, present Governor of the Virgin 
lands. 

P personally, can give you evidence of the worth of the leader- 
ip offered by Congressman William L. Dawson, of Chicago, in 
prting Negroes to their political values. 

These, my friends, are Negro leaders in America today. Look 
aat they and countless others have achieved under a democratic 
stem. Does this mean that I am satisfied? Or that Negroes in the 
sited States are satisfied? No, not by a long shot! We will never 
- satisfied until racial barriers are lifted and we have full and 
mplete integration. But we know that, under a democracy, we 
~e freedom and opportunity to better existing conditions. 
rom an international standpoint, we in the United States must 
alize the importance of cleaning up our own back yard. The 
untries of the world are looking to America for leadership in 
mocracy. We must set an example for them if we would win 
eir support. We will not win their confidence, especially the 
nfidence of Asia’s dark-skinned millions, if they continue to 
ad about discriminatory practices in America. Therefore, I say, 
mocracy’s best answer to communism is to practice what it 
eaches, but fast! 

We must not fall prey to the communist propaganda to divide 
e white against the colored peoples. The division today is 
tween those who are working toward individual freedom and 
uality of opportunity for all people and those who seek to make 
2 masses of the people servants of an all-powerful state. 

Let us wipe out the last vestige of separation of races by elimi- 
ting in each and every country of the world any trace of dis- 
mination because of race, color, or creed. (Applause) 


oderator Denny: 
[Thank you, Mrs. Sampson. Our next speaker is also an example 
the vitality of democracy’s growth in India. Mrs. Renuka Ray 
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was a delegate to the last General Assembly of the United Natic i , 
at Lake Success, has also traveled widely in America, and shele’ 
vice president of the All-India Women’s Conference, and is}}; 
member of the Constituent Assembly which corresponds to op 
House of Representatives. We are very glad, indeed, to welcor® 
Mrs. Renuka Ray to Town Hall. (Applause) 


Mrs. Ray: 


Mr. Denny, first let me say that it is a great privilege for 16) 
to have this opportunity to meet and discuss problems with tl) 
members of America’s Town Meeting of the Air. We can nevif, 
forget the great example set by the freedom-loving people } 


domination. q 
I agree with Mrs. Sampson when she says that democracy todé} 
roust implement its own tenets. Democracy’s best answer 

communism lies in being true to itself. 


tives or the content of political democracies is a necessary par) | 


a 


but that is not all that is meant by the democratic approach. Sociip: 
and economic justice and equality of opportunity for all, not onl) 
as a principle, but as a reality, both for individuals and for natign 
is surely the very basis of the democratic way. 

The democratic approach can never mean that the law of th 
jungle shall prevail. It cannot either mean that the privileges cb 
the few shall override the greatest good of the greatest numbe/ 

Concentration of power—political or eeonomic—in the hands 
the few is inconsistent with the democratic way. Huge, monopc 


listic combines, industrial or otherwise, can have no place in 
true democracy. 


) 


THE SPEAKERS’ COLUMN 


DR. V. K. R. V. RAO—Dr. Rao is Association, Mr. i i 
director of the School of Economics at Chairman of the Seren ene Meremsl 
Delhi University. He was formerly tile Commerce | 


I 1 : e and T | 
chairman of the United Nations Sub- St. Louis. Since his graduation a 
commission of Economic Development. Vanderbilt University in 1900, he ha! 


engaged in various fields of banking i 
MRS. RENUKA RAY—Mrs. Ray wasa __ Little Rock, Arkansas, and in St. Louis. 
delegate to the last General Assembly Missouri. He also served as head of th’ 
to the United Nations at Lake Success St. Louis Loan Agency of the Recon 
and she has traveled widely in the struction Finance Corporation. i 
veued siete as is vice president of | 
e -India Women’s Conference and 
is a member of the Constituent As- MRS. EDITH SAMPSON—Mrs. Samp 
sembly, which corresponds to. the son, a attorney from Chicago, is chair 
House of Representatives of the United Bo of the executive committee of thi 
States Congress. ational Council of Negro Women 
This organization represents 23 affili 


WILSON LINN HEMINGWAY—A past ated women’s national organization: 


i ) and 80 metropolit i i 
president of the American Bankers membership of $50,000 women, a 


12 


Lit as we look around this world of ours, we are forced to admit 
(even democratic countries have, in many respects, failed to 
| up to these principles. It is here that we must settle the 
blem to find democracy’s answer to communism. 
ir. Rao has pointed out that the United Nations has recognized 
inequalities between nations must go. The schemes for help- 
junderdeveloped nations have been introduced with this objec- 
|. But there is still a very significant difference in the attitude 


nt Europe on the one hand and that toward Asia or Africa, 


in from the United Nations. 

jou would, perhaps, like to know how people in India intend 
lackle their problems. We essentially believe in the democratic 
iroach. We have framed our new constitution on this basis. But 
believe firmly that the true democratic state must be a welfare 
4¢ in the fullest sense of the word. 

8 a legacy of the many years of colonial domination we have 
ny difficulties to overeome—hunger, want, disease, and igno- 
ice. In two short years, full of the problems of our transitional 
cod, we have not been able to advance as far as we should have 
ed, 

preat and swift-moving changes are on the way. Social customs 
ich fettered our progress are fast disappearing, and with the 
i to do so, we shall solve our economic difficulties. 

britain in her internal policy has perhaps gone further than 
my other democracies in establishing the fuller content of the 
mocratic approach, as we understand it, in the modern world. 
- instance, she has already introduced new ventures such as a 
ialized scheme of medicine, which is an essential function of a 
ifare state. 

Ve, in India, intend to approach such problems from a similar 
sle. India also intends to take note of the lesson from the Far 
st. The recent White Paper and the statement of Mr. Dean 
heson on the causes of defeat in China are very revealing. 

t is obvious that it is not democracy that has been discarded 
China, but that its tenets were never really followed. 

‘here is talk of help and assistance from outside for India to 
velop her potentialities. Such help can only fulfill the desired 
ective if it is not of the conditional variety. It must be in our 
n way that we shall solve our own problems. It will be the needs 
1 the requirements of our own country which must determine 
economic and social structure through which we will establish 
democratic approach. 

Ne understand the true content of democracy to be what we 
| Gandhian socialism. Mahatma Gandhi showed us the way of 
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bringing in democratic socialism without the need of a class str 2 
gle. He taught us that bad means can never justify the end. Der! 
cratic socialism is the real answer to communism. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 
Thank you, Mrs. Ray. Again we want to give our audience a 
opportunity to ask as many questions as possible, and while vi. 
get ready for our questions, we have a special message for off, 
listeners. ib 
Mr. Wilson: This is George Wilson, representing the Americ 
Farm Bureau Federation and its one and a half million fat}. 
families from 45 states and Puerto Rico. 
We have devoted much time in our community, state, ai) 
national groups to a serious study of international affairs. Tt} ; 
trip is another step toward international understanding. | 
We are not understanding all the problems, but we are findiig, 
common people and their problems basically the same: lovin's. 
home, peace, human welfare for all, and willing to sacrifice £% 
them. . 
We were fortunate to be here in Delhi on the second anniversail. 
of Indian Independence. I shall ever be inspired by the memos 
of standing near Mr. Nehru as he spoke and seeing the millidi, 
faces looking up at him with inspiration, hope, and thankfulnes’ 
A young nation of 350 million human souls has problems aplen’). 
but she also has great resources. Her first problem seems to ki) 
the education of the masses so that their intelligence, good wil 
industry, and high spiritual purpose may be made effective. he 
spired by the teachings of Mahatma Gandhi, I am sure she wil) 
succeed. The farmers of America wish her every success. . 
Now for the question period, we return you to Mr. Denny. 
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QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


‘r, Denny: Now we are ready for the questions from this 
«esentative audience, assembled by our host, the Indian 
incil of World Affairs. Some questions may come to us this 
ing in Hindustani, as well as in English, but they’ll be trans- 
d immediately. So don’t hesitate to ask questions in Hindustani 
ou want to. We'll start with the question from the gentleman 
ce on the aisle. 

fan: Don’t you think that what democracy has achieved in a 
tury, communism can achieve in ten years? 

Tr. Hemingway: I don’t think they want to achieve it. 

ir. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman on the aisle. 

fan: (Question indistinguishable.) 

tr. Denny: Mrs. Sampson, are we alarmed by communism? 
frs. Sampson: Not in America. I don’t think it has a ghost of a 
win America. We are proud of our democracy. It is working, 
il we are not going to experiment and try another form of 
‘ernment. 

iv. Denny: Thank you. Next question. Yes? 

fan: Mr. Hemingway. Are communism and democracy neces- 
“y incompatible? (Further words indistinguishable.) 

ir. Hemingway: I think they are. They can’t work together. 
ene case, the government is the servant of the people; in the 
er case, the government is the master of the people. They’re 
irely incompatible. 

ir. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman here. 

[r. Albert: This is Alfred A. Albert, member of the Seminar 
resenting the American Civil Liberties Union. This is for Dr. 
», What do you think of the adoption by the United Nations of 
proposed International Declaration of Human Rights as an 
wer to communism? 

’. Rao: I think it is an excellent step, provided the nations 
ch constitute membership in the United Nations Organization 
| take the second step to implement the signing of the 
laration. 

Ir. Denny: Thank you. We’re very happy to see in the audience 
afternoon our old friend, Dr. Shridharani, who has spoken on 
mn Hall many times and in Town Meeting two or three times. 
Shridharani, your question, please. 

r. Shridharani: Number One Speaker. 

7. Denny: Why not identify these speakers by name? He has 
rfectly good name— Mr. Hemingway. 
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Dr. Shridharani: Mr. Hemingway, what part of communism (§ 
democracy adopt in any way to defeat communism? By 

Mr. Hemingway: I don’t think it can adopt any part of comn i 
nism. Communism is wholly bad. We don’t want anything to }),; 
with it. 

Mr. Denny: All right. Next question. Yes? i 
Man: This is addressed to Mrs. Edith Sampson. Don’t you thi 
communism only proves people’s democracy, and democracy, ) 
practiced today, is just an apology for it because of its adopti 
of capitalism? 

Mrs. Sampson: Well, my dear young man, I think you want) 
put a question, but it isn’t sufficiently intelligent for me to und B 
stand it. I’m sorry. x 

Mr. Denny: That’s a very condensed question. I think what 1 
gentleman means, Mrs. Sampson, is that democracy is an apolo} 
for communism. In other words, he doesn’t like capitalism ad 


comment on it? 
Mrs. Sampson: I think Mr. Hemingway has answered the que) 
tion in saying that at no time that it would be a consistent thn) 
for democracy and communism to work together. They ju 
couldn’t work hand in hand. It would be impossible. 
Mr. Denny: All right. The gentleman there on the aisle. Nani 
the person whom you are addressing, please. 
Man: Mr. Hemingway. Greater economic equality is suggests 
to check communism. This means a redistribution of wealth, bi 
are the American capitalists prepared for a reduction of th 
wealth and power? 
Mr. Hemingway: I have tried to make it clear in my statemel/ 
that wealth is more widely distributed in the United States the} 
in any country in the world. I believe that to be a fact, and th! 
process of the distribution of wealth is going on steadily undery) 
democratic process and without bloody revolution. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. Next question. 
Man: Mrs. Sampson. What is America going to do to abolis 
the veto power in the Big Five and throw it open to the smalle 
nations to play their fuller part in the determination of policy ¢ 
the U. N.? 
Mr. Denny: I think that isn’t Mrs. Sampson’s question. I# 
probably Dr. Rao’s question because he’s the one who spoke abot 
that. Dr. Rao? 


Dr. Rao: I think America is trying her best to do this, bi 
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can’t succeed as long as the charter of the United Nations 


ir. Denny: Where is that question for Mrs. Ray? 

an: Do you think that democratic socialism will abolish the 
s tradition and bring about a classless society? 

s. Ray: Undoubtedly. 

ir. Denny: Thank you. The questions are coming thick and 
| Here’s a young man who has a question for Mr. Hemingway. 
ie: Mr. Hemingway, do you not think that America, who 
8 herself the torchbearer of democracy, weakened her cause 
inst communism by failing to stop her citizens from violating 
- abusing the rights of American Negroes? : 

‘r. Hemingway: Well, I think Mrs. Sampson has answered that 
stion very well, but I’d like to add just one thing on behalf 
ae white people of the United States. There are over 130 million 
ts. We outnumber the Negroes ten to one. If we’re as bad as 
12 people make us out, we could depress them very much. Asa 
ier of fact, they’ve been taken into our civilization and they 
2radually and steadily improving their status in the United 
bes. 

iy. Denny: Thank you. Next question. 

lan: Mrs. Sampson, was it not because of segregation that Dr. 
wh Bunche refused an important position in Washington? 

irs. Sampson: That is my understanding, from what I read in 
paper, as well as from one of Dr. Bunche’s personal friends, 
Walter White, but he had three reasons for refusing the posi- 
:. The reason you have just stated was the last of the three 
sons, and not the first and immediate reason. His basic reason 
having refused the position was that his position with the 
ted Nations was a very important job which he wished to 
sh. Moreover, he had a family and children to rear and, 
ause of the superior salary with the U. N., he felt it quite 
essary to pick the job which gave him the greatest amount of 
ims. 

Ir. Denny: Actually, I think that third reason came out after 
orters asked him something. He gave the first two reasons 
, and in answer to a question by a reporter he gave that asa 
d reason. Mr. White made that clear last week. 

fan: Dr. Rao, we have the Negro problem in the United States, 
although constitutionally outlawed does the caste system and 
nuchability continue in practice to weaken India’s growing 
locracy? 

r. Rao: Undoubtedly. As long as the caste system stands in 
a, as it stands today, democracy cannot succeed here. But don’t 
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forget, we have by constitution abolished untouchability in ‘ti h 
country, and everybody is trying his best to abolish the cif 
system, too. 
Mr. Denny: Next question. 
Man: Mr. Hemingway, what, in your opinion, are democracit if 
best answers to a monopolistic system which prevents ff; 
enterprise? it 
Mr. Hemingway: Well, I think the best answer to monopoly/., 
to destroy it. We have antitrust laws and we try our best noth 
permit any monopolies in the United States, and I think, genera . 
we have succeeded, but that doesn’t mean that we don’t have §. 
business. 
Mr. Denny: Next question here. 
Lady: Mrs. Renuka Ray. Won’t you please explain what yi 
meant when you said that Europe got a better deal than Asia. k , 
Mrs. Ray: I don’t quite understand the question. Does the la# 
refer to the United Nations? I will give the answer in terms of | 
organization in which she is particularly interested. From t® 
United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund, for the whole of A: 
up until April, 1949, the allocations were 4.5 millions, whereas & 
Europe, with a smaller population, the number—I don’t rememk# 
the exact numbers, but I think it was something over 25.9 millioi! 
This year, it has been more equalized; that is, it is 15.9 for t™ 
whole of Asia and 47 point something or other for Europe whi 
has a much smaller population. So I think that that example shovi 
the difference as I said. ; 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mrs. Ray. Next question. 
Dr. Briggs: 1am E. S. Briggs of Lions International. Mrs. Sam 
son, what is your attitude on Paul Robeson’s statement in Par 
that American Negroes would not fight against socialism ¢ 
communism? " . 
Mrs. Sampson: Well, I could answer that in one or two ie 
but I think it’s important for me to say something to this audiene’ 
here in New Delhi, about that statement, because they have ask 
me about it and there hasn’t been too much information about i 
Unfortunately, Mr. Robeson had ail his training in Americ 
and he has forgotten that he owes a great deal to our dened 
He is a great actor, a great singer, and a great athlete. Mr. Robeso 
made the statement that, if the United States were drawn into 
war, he was of the opinion that Negroes would not join in with th 
United States. This is not true. I can think of nothing further fror 
the truth. Mr. Robeson spoke in Paris when he made that state 
ment, for himself. He does not represent any organization—only 
lunatic fringe in America. (Applause) 
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r. Denny: Thank you. 

dy: Mr. Hemingway. What is being done by U. S. A. to raise 
seneral standard of living of the countries which are gradually 
ng prey to communism? 

ir. Hemingway: Well, President Truman’s Fourth Point, I 
, is the first answer to it, and when that is put into practice 
ill be considerable help to the countries that need assistance. 
vou know, military assistance has been given to Turkey and 
bee and will be given to other countries if they are threatened. 
jan: Dr. Rao, are we not running into communism in spite of 
telves? 

ir. Rao: I don’t see how we are even walking into it. We are 
ainly not running. 

‘r. Denny: The gentleman down here in the third row. 

ion: Mrs. Sampson, how long do you think it will be before 
umerican Negro leads a position of equality in American life 
ne U.S.? 

‘vs. Sampson: Well, young man, I am hoping that it won’t be 
*. I think one of the greatest instruments in quickening the 
= of the American white man is the report that we of Town 
‘are going to take back to white America. I am sure that when 
> hear of the unrest that we have found throughout the world 
_they’re going to clean up their own back yard. They are 
“ing progress there; there is no question about it. But I think 
ill be a very short time before we Negroes have equal and 
opportunity. 

vy. Denny: Thank you. 

an: Mr. Hemingway, what is American democracy’s answer 
yhinese communism? 

yr. Hemingway: Why, the same as it would be to any other 
munism. 

rt. Denny: I thank you. Next Ahtie. for No. 2 there. 

an: Dr. Rao, the past records of the U. N. are not very en- 
aging. Moreover, the discriminating policy of the U.N. is also 
e disappointing. Can world democracy be safe in the hands 
1e U. N.? 

r. Rao: Nevertheless, I think there is no other alternative. 
r. Denny: Thank you. All right, next question right there. 
an: Mr. Hemingway, can there be any compromise between 
political basis of democracy and the economic basis of com- 
lism? If so, in what way? 

r. Hemingway: Well, I think that if Russia would pursue its 
policy in its own country there would be no conflict. We have 
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no desire to impose our views on the people of Russia, but we do} » 
intend that they shall interfere with our affairs, either. | 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. The young man there. ' 
Mr. Kvam: ’m Roger Kvam of the Seminar. I’d like to a6. 
Mrs. Renuka Ray if there has ever been a democratic socialis§ : 
that has existed over ten years and hasn’t turned into communis1ff 
Mr. Denny: Mrs. Ray? A question of history. Bi, 
Mrs. Ray: I don’t know of any democratic socialism that hfj;. 
turned into communism. The difference between socialism ai a 
communism is so fundamental that one cannot turn into the othe. 
Man: Mrs. Ray, wouldn’t it be better, if instead of quanti, 
quality was to rule the country? ;., 
Mrs. Ray: I think it is better that quantity should have its se 
and quality should represent quantity. (Applause) | 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. Dr. Rao? 
Lady: Dr. Rao, would you favor a Marshall Plan for Asia? 
Dr. Rao: No, I do not favor a Marshall Plan for Asia becau!s 
it would function through the unilateral agency of the U. 5 
But I would prefer a large financial scheme for assistance throug 
the United Nations organization. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. Now where is a question for Mrs. Re. 
again? Come up forward please. ; 
Man: Mrs. Sampson. India abolished untouchability by col 
stitution. Why has the U. S. A. not undertaken any legisla 


abolishing racial inequality and discrimination between her whi 
and dark-skinned citizens? 

Mrs. Sampson: That is not true. There has been legislation iff 
the past which has given Negroes fuller and more comple! 
opportunity. Is that your question? Why hasn’t legislation bee 
introduced? I refer you to the fact that in state legislature) 
throughout the country we have recently had the adoption ¢ 
the Fair Employment Practice Commission and that is the om 
trend in other states to adopt that type of legislation. 

You remember that last year the Supreme Court decided tha 
favorite case that had to do with lifting the covenant the 
ran against land prohibiting Negroes from living in certain | 


munities. 
These and other types of legislation are being passed and ar 
being fought for. That’s one of the things that the National Associa 
tion for the Advancement of Colored People is constantly o 
the firing line encouraging and lobbying for. 
Man: I will ask Mr. Hemingway what is the answer he give 


to Mrs. Ray that democratic socialism ought to be the only answe 
to communism. 
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. Hemingway: Well, I don’t agree with Mrs. Ray. I think 
idemocracy as it is practiced by us is better than socialism. 
y. Denny: Thank you. Now here’s a question for No. 1. 

an: Mr. Hemingway, please. What are your solutions to im- 
iately check the spread of communism in East Asian coun- 
12 

rr. Hemingway: Well, I don’t see how we can check the spread 
ie East Asian countries except by precept and example. That’s 
ii we are trying to do and to offer such assistance as we may 
le to give them. 

ian: (Question in Hindustani.) 

\terpreter: The gentleman wants to know from Dr. Rao how 
| possible that one country which claims to be democratic at 
ie can also be imperialistic abroad. 

vy. Rao: Well, that country is not functioning truly democrati- 
7. That is why I said democracy must function not only at 
12 but also abroad. 

+. Denny: What country was the gentleman referring to? 
un: France, as a matter of fact. I could name also Holland, 
sium, and the United Kingdom. 

ily: What does democracy mean to the working class of 
talist countries? Does it apply only to a section of the people? 
v. Hemingway: Democracy applies to all the people and, if 
orks properly, they all have opportunities. 

», Denny: Remember what he said in his speech. All right, 
sentleman next here. 

un: (Question indistinguishable.) 

r. Rao: Oh, no, that-is grossly unfair. I wouldn’t accept that 
ription at all. My only objection to the Marshall Plan or 
oint Number Four is not the intention that lies behind it, but 
fact that it would operate through the agency of the United 
es Government alone, whereas I think all such operation 
ld be undertaken through the United Nations organization. 
an: Dr. Rao, how do you propose to eliminate inequality in 
mal economy in an international democracy? 

- Rao: I think if democracy were to function really in an 
national way, inequalities in nations will disappear, because 
yery meaning of international democracy is that there is the 
of equality both at home and abroad all over the world. 

, Denny: While our speakers prepare their summaries of 
sht’s discussion here is another announcement that is of 
est to you. 

-- Welsh: This is George W. Welsh again. In each of the cities 
Town Hall has visited, a presentation of the Town Hall Scroll 
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was made to the municipal leader. It is a brochure containing : 
names and cities of over sixteen thousand U. S. citizens whose c# 
tributions have helped make this tour possible. . 

The basic theme of this Town Hall tour is an approach to bei} ’ 
understanding between nations on a people-to-people basis. Tr jer 
in linking these world capital cities, Town Hall is forging a be} 
among their leaders who have a common understanding of muti 
problems. | 

Next month, at Geneva, Switzerland, when the meeting of * 
International Union of Local Aut. is held, Pierre de Gaulle: 
Paris, Ernst Reuter of Berlin, Salvatore Rebecchini of Rome, €9 
the other heads of the cities Town Hall has visited will meet wih; 
the knowledge that they have become just a little closer, due! 
their contact with this Town Hall group. | 

Now for the summaries of tonight’s discussion, we return ya 
to Mr. Denny. 

Mr. Denny: Mrs. Renuka Ray, may we have your summeil. 
first, please? i 

Mrs. Ray: Mr. Denny, I think that the most important poy 
that has emerged from our discussion is that democracy eh 
resist any challenge to its system by following its own precep) 
Neither bullets nor atom bombs can help us but would actua#? 


harmony and peace. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mrs. Ray. Now a final word from Mi 
Sampson. ' 
Mrs. Sampson: Admitting that much progress has been mai 
in the United States in giving more and fuller opportunities | 
one-tenth of the nation—the Negro—if America is to take h 
proper place in the world affairs today, there is much for her 
do to quicken her speed within a short time and remove all soci 
and economic barriers which handicap Negroes and othi 
minorities. 4 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. Dr. Rao, may we have your summar, 
please. | 
Dr. Rao: To sum up, democracy has the best answers to con 
munism, but these answers must not lie hidden in political tex 
books nor be merely highlighted in pompous speeches. Democrae 
must function effectively, comprehensively, universally. 
Colonialism must go. Discrimination must cease. The strongé 
nations must come to the aid of their economically backwar 
brethren, and this they must do without wanting political < 
economic domination in return. The U. N. must be made a livir 


Of) 


hization, and the democracies must act in an international 
ire by and only through the U. N. Only thus can democracy 
rer the communist challenge. (Applause) 

+, Denny: And now Mr. Hemingway, please. 

+. Hemingway: I think the statements and questions raised 
tonight prove that the people of India feel the need of a 
of democracy that is suited to their particular conditions. 
ay well be that in this old land a new way of life may develop 
ywill not only redound to the benefit of India, but also provide 
tern that others may follow. (Applause) 

fe Denny: Thank you, Mr. Hemingway, Dr. Rao, Mrs. Sampson, 
(Mrs. Ray. Our hearty thanks to Mr. M. S. Raja and Dr. A. 
adorai, of the Indian Council on World Affairs; Ambassador 
| Henderson, John Steeves, Ernest Fisk, and the staff of the 
erican Embassy for their very wonderful codperation and 
. We are proud and honored to have had the Prime Minister 
sdia as our guest here this evening. 

mee again let me remind you that our Town Meeting does not 
ito settle questions or give final answers to any of our common 
seems. We invite our speakers to discuss these problems from 
ous points of view in the hope that the free peoples of the 
i¢ who hear these discussions may do their own thinking 
4 these questions and, on the basis of an enlightened public 
jon, decide what is best to do. 

s usual, copies of tonight’s discussion may be obtained by 
jing ten cents to Town Hall, New York 18, New York, asking 
he copy of the program originating in New Delhi. But special 
ngements have been made with our publishers to bind all 
ve of our Round the World Town Meetings into one volume 
$1.00. So if you would like to have the entire series, enclose 
) and send it to the same address—Town Hall, New York 18, 
y York. 

ymorrow we board our Pan American clipper for Calcutta 
Manila. In Manila, we will discuss the very timely question— 
xical follow-up of this one—“Is a Pacific Union Practical and 
sible Now?” Our speakers will be: Mr. Peter Grimm, chairman 
ur Town Hall Board of Trustees and president of the Asian 
tute; Father William F. Masterson, S. J., president of Ateneo 
flanila; Miguel Cuaderno, Governor of the Central Bank of 
Philippines; and Gil J. Puyat, Manila businessman and former 
ident of the Manila Chamber of Commerce. 

) plan now to be with us next week and every week at the 
id of the Crier’s bell. 
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